small curved hook, (8) male cerci modified, and (9) female subgenital plate usually bilobed. We undertook this study to evaluate the status of the Nearctic species with scanning electron microscopy. The results support recognition of nine Nearctic species, but suggest two of these should be placed in a new genus.
METHODS AND MATERIALS
Legs and wings were removed from specimens stored in 80% ethanol and the bodies were agitated in an ultrasonic cleaner for 30 seconds. Cleaned specimens were dehydrated in 90%, 95% and 100% ethanol solutions for 10 minutes each, then transferred through two, 30 minute washes in hexamethyldisilizane (HMDS). Dehydrated specimens were blotted dry, attached to SEM stubs with double stick copper tape, and sputter coated with gold-palladium before study with SEM. Specimens Adult habitus. -Typical leuctrine including small size, dark wings and body and wings rolled around sides of abdomen.
Thoracic features. -Prothoracic basisternum and presternum partially fused forming a 'spade' shaped structure ( fig. 1 ). Mesosternal furcasternum reduced in size and not divided by median longitudinal dark line; mesosternal spinasternum long, slender and open to base of metasternal presternum (fig. 4) ; metasternal presternum narrowly divided into small, almost circular sclerites (fig. 4) .
Wings. -Typical paraleuctrine; forewing radial sector and media veins with separate origins; hindwing medio-cubital crossvein located beyond fork of Cu1 ( fig. 5) .
Male genitalia. -Vesicle present at base of sternum nine (figs. 6, 16, 21) ; sternum nine projecting caudally and dorsally (figs. 6-7, 16); titillator apex lacking scale-like armature (figs. 9, 19) . Cerci with prominent basoventral thumb shaped lobe ( fig. 17 ) and three apical spines ( fig. 8) .
Female genitalia. -Subgenital plate narrow, strongly sclerotized and deeply and narrowly cleft (figs. 12, 14); margins of plate scalloped ( fig. 13 ). Posterior margin of sternum eight bearing prominent patches of coarse microtrichia adjacent to subgenital plate base ( fig. 15 ). Sternum nine almost completely sclerotized. T  E,  144, 2001 120 1 2 3 4
Figs. 1-4. Thoracic sternal features of Paraleuctra and Pomoleuctra. -1, Paraleuctra vershina prosternum; 2, P. vershina meso and metasterna; 3, Paraleuctra projecta meso and metasterna; 4, Pomoleuctra purcellana meso and metasterna. ( Bs1,2 = pro and mesobasisternum; Cx1,2 = pro and mesocoxa; fs1,2 = pro and mesofurcasterna; pfs1,2 = pro and mesopostfurcasterna; prs 1,2,3 = pro, meso and metaprefurcasterna).
